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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1-4 are objected to because of the following informalities: throughout the 
claims there is improper capitalization of words; since claim are in one sentence format 
there should only the first word capitalized. The preamble is vague and indefinite as to 
whether a skidsteer loader, or a backhoe or similar work-type vehicle is being claimed, 
furthermore "or similar work-type vehicle" is vague and indefinite on its own since the 
meets and bounds of what is similar and what is not is not clear. Also, the preamble 
includes "for use in constructing a skimmer box" which is method claim language in 
preamble in an apparatus claim which should be deleted. It is unclear from the 
preamble if an attachment or a skimmer box is to be claimed. On line 6 of claim 1 , "the 
arms" lacks antecedent basis. On line 9 of claim 1 , the "two open cutouts" are not 
functionally related to the other elements and should be claimed with relation to other 
elements, for example where or on which element the cutouts are made. 

Claims 2 and 3 include "#" on lines 1 respectively and should be deleted. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. Claims 1 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Pullman 5,909,961. 

Pullman discloses a digging attachment and method of constructing that 
attachment (16) for securement to a work-type vehicle that could be used as a skimmer 
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box for a swimming pool, having a connecting frame (24) with extensions (22A) near the 
bottom of said connecting frame allowing for the connection to a vehicle latching 
mechanism; a base (16), shaped like a box, with five sides and an open end, including a 
top side (26/27), a bottom side, a left side (19), a right side (18) and a back side (16) as 
well as two open cutouts (unnumbered openings on top side); the said open side has 
edges (60) that are shaped to cut through the surface; the back side of said base (16) 
connected perpendicular to said connecting frame (14) and near the bottom so that the 
base is directed just above the latching mechanism and along the opposite side of the 
extensions providing support when the vehicle is attached. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. Claims 2 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pullman 5,909,961 alone. 

As concerns claims 2-3, it would have been an obvious matter of design choice to 
modify Pullman to include the range of as 15 to 30 inches wide by 15 to 30 inches high 
by 15 to 30 inches deep (claim 2), or 24 inches wide by 28 inches high by 28 inches 
deep (claim 3) since applicant has not disclosed that these ranges solve any particular 
problem or purpose and it appears other similar ranges would work equally well. 
Furthermore, routine experimentation would lead one of ordinary skill in the art to these 
ranges. 
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Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas A. Beach whose telephone number is 

571 .272.6988. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00am- 
5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Will can be reached on 571 .272.6998. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571.273.8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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